
DUNCAN HOUSE 
William Duncan, also known as Doctor Duncan, was 
a doctor who worked in Liverpool as its first Medical 
Officer of Health.   

He was appointed by Liverpool’s Health of the Town 
Committee, along with James Newlands, Borough 
Engineer, and Thomas Fresh, Inspector of Nuisances. 

One of the buildings of the Faculty of Medicine at 
the University of Liverpool is named after him. This 
building houses the Institute of Ageing and Chronic 
Disease, and other important research groups.  
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