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DOVECOT PRIMARY SCHOOL
VISION STATEMENT
Learning together, growing together
Curriculum Intent Statement

At Dovecot Primary School the curriculum is designed to recognise children’s prior learning, provide first-hand learning experiences, allow the children to develop interpersonal skills, build resilience and become creative, critical thinkers.

Every child is recognised as a unique individual. We celebrate and welcome differences within our school community. The ability to learn is underpinned by the teaching of basic skills, knowledge, concepts and values. We provide enhancement opportunities to engage learning and believe that childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time where there are no limits to curiosity and there is a thirst for new experiences and knowledge.  

Children leave our school with a sense of belonging to a tightly knit community where they have the confidence and skills to make decisions, self-evaluate, make connections and become lifelong learners.
Our core values:

· Excellence in all areas of school life.

· A broad and challenging curriculum.

· Engaged and motivated children.

· High standards of behaviour and expectations.

· A love of lifelong learning.

· Strong and positive relationships within the community.

 “Education’s starting point should not be about us. It should be about them, their needs, their aspirations and goals.”
(Dr Maggie Atkinson, Children’s Commissioner for England September 2013)

“Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.” 

Intent 
“You can’t use up creativity. The more the you use, the more you have.” 
Maya Angelou 
Our children at Dovecot are wellsprings of creativity. We believe it is vital that they are given the opportunities and skills to explore and enjoy this creativity through Art and Design. 

We want our children to discover the world around them through their visual, tactile and sensory experiences. We want our children to experience a wealth of artistic traditions and experiences and be able to talk meaningfully about them. We want our children to explore the different elements of an artwork (line, shape, form, colour, tone, pattern, texture) and build up a vocabulary to articulate what it makes them think and feel. We want our children to get to know a wealth of artists from diverse backgrounds, historical moments and cultural movements from whom they can take inspiration and courage. We want our children to feel confident with a wide range of artistic materials and techniques before making them their own through experimentation. We want our children to see their creativity celebrated as it shapes their learning environment. We want our children to be able to reflect on their own artistic journey, be proud of what they have accomplished, and excited for what they can do next.

Expectations 
Children at Dovecot Primary use a wide range of materials and tools to create a diverse array of artistic pieces. Children incrementally gain skills in drawing, painting and sculpture that they can use to share their ideas, experiences and imagination. Children build resilience and understanding that artistic production is never perfect on the first try. Children create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas, and collect visual materials to help them to develop their ideas further. Children are able to talk with enthusiasm and confidence about the techniques and materials they have employed in their work and connect these to what they have seen in the works of other artists. Children develop a critical vocabulary with which to discuss the elements of art (line, shape, form, colour, tone, texture, pattern). Children have an awareness of the work and style of a wide range of diverse artists from different points in history, and are able to use what they have learnt to describe differences and similarities between artistic pieces and forms and to confidently express preferences and opinions.

Organisation, Planning and Linking with other subjects 
At Dovecot Primary Art we follow the National Curriculum Framework for Art as the basis for our curriculum planning. In our Long-Term Plan we develop a bespoke curriculum of units organised around key strands of Drawing, Painting and Sculpture, featuring a diverse range of artists and artworks. We develop our Medium-Term Plans around a key artist or theme in each termly topic. Each unit of learning allows our children to take inspiration from existing artworks, practise and develop key skills and techniques, and then apply these independently in their own artwork and reflect on what they have learned. Each unit is taught as a sequence of lessons designed to allow for spaced recall and re-application. While it is important that Art is taught as a subject in its own right, where possible we encourage our students to make connections with what they learn elsewhere in the curriculum. 

In Early Years our younger children have opportunities to explore and experiment with colour, texture, line, shape and form in two and three dimensions. Children discover a wide range of artistic materials and tools and are supported an array of drawing, painting, collage and construction activities. Children are encouraged to develop their own creative ideas and use art to express themselves and their feelings. 

Throughout our Art and Design curriculum our children look at artworks through the lens of the elements of art: line, shape, form, colour, tone, texture and pattern. This provides them with a deep critical vocabulary through which they can develop and articulate their insights and responses.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
Each child’s performance in Art is assessed by the teacher against the end of year expectations. Pupil progress is reported to parents verbally during parent consultation evenings in writing through their end of year report. Children are given opportunities to self-assess their own achievement at the end of each unit. 

Inclusion and Adaptive Teaching 
In order to provide all pupils with relevant and appropriate work at each stage:
• We set suitable learning challenges 
• Respond to pupils’ diverse needs 

• Endeavour to overcome potential barriers to learning 

The Role of the Subject Leader 
• To advise colleagues, where necessary, on the development of planning and delivering the curriculum. 

• To keep up to date with developments in Art and Design education, passing this on to other members of staff. 

• To monitor and evaluate progress in design and technology to liaise with senior management on any action necessary. 

• To liaise with appropriate bodies e.g. other primary schools, governors, SIL, etc. concerning matters relating to design and technology 

• To monitor learning in Art and Design by working alongside colleagues and by viewing children's achievements. 

Resources 
General art materials are ordered by the subject leader and are kept in the art cupboard (situated in the main foyer) and year group storage areas. It is the class teacher’s responsibility to ensure that there are sufficient materials. Key Stage teams order resources specific to their Learning Challenge Curriculum themes to ensure they have the necessary materials. 

Health and Safety 
When working with tools, equipment and materials, in practical activities and in different environments, including those that are unfamiliar, pupils should be taught: 

• About hazards, risks and risk control 

• To recognise hazards, assess consequent risks and take steps to control the risks to themselves and others 

• To use the information to assess the immediate and cumulative risks 

• To manage the environment to ensure the health and safety of themselves and others 

• To explain the steps they take to control risks. 

Teachers include in their medium-term planning, a risk assessment outlining tools and materials which could pose a possible risk to pupils/staff using them.

Other Relevant Issues 
• Art week events offer an additional opportunity to celebrate the creativity of our students, discover new artists from a range of backgrounds, and secure/extend learning in Art and Design. 

• Children's work is displayed throughout the school, which greatly enhances the working environment. 
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