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DOVECOT PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
VISION STATEMENT 
Learning together, growing together 
 
Curriculum Intent Statement 
At Dovecot Primary School the curriculum is designed to recognise children’s prior learning, provide first-hand learning experiences, allow the children to develop interpersonal skills, build resilience and become creative, critical thinkers. 
Every child is recognised as a unique individual. We celebrate and welcome differences within our school community. The ability to learn is underpinned by the teaching of basic skills, knowledge, concepts and values. We provide enhancement opportunities to engage learning and believe that childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time where there are no limits to curiosity and there is a thirst for new experiences and knowledge.   
Children leave our school with a sense of belonging to a tightly knit community where they have the confidence and skills to make decisions, self-evaluate, make connections and become lifelong learners. 
Our core values: 
· Excellence in all areas of school life. 
· A broad and challenging curriculum. 
· Engaged and motivated children. 
· High standards of behaviour and expectations. 
· A love of lifelong learning. 
· Strong and positive relationships within the community. 
 
 “Education’s starting point should not be about us. It should be about them, their needs, their aspirations and goals.” 
(Dr Maggie Atkinson, Children’s Commissioner for England September 2013) 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Dovecot, we are all linguists! Dovecot is a school which places great value upon the importance of early language learning. We believe that, in today’s international and multicultural society, it is essential that our children develop skills and attitudes which enable them to communicate with, understand and respect other cultures. 

Our intent is to provide broad linguistic and cultural experiences for our pupils that enable them to foster a love of languages and to develop their communication skills in the four key areas of language learning: speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

We endeavour to broaden the cultural awareness of our pupils, to create linguists who enjoy learning languages and who can express themselves confidently in the target language.
 
In order to provide a range of opportunities for our children to develop as independent, successful learners with high aspirations, our Spanish curriculum is also intrinsically linked to our whole school mission “Learning Together; Growing Together”.

The importance of Modern Foreign Languages 
‘Teaching of Spanish should focus on enabling pupils to make substantial progress in one language. The teaching should provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the foundations for further foreign language teaching at Key Stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and vocabulary.’ (Languages Programme of Study) 
 
Every child should have the opportunity throughout their time at Dovecot to study a foreign language and develop their interest in the culture of other nations. A high-quality language education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.  
 
By age 11, they should have the opportunity to reach a recognised level of competence according to the DfE Programme of Study. 
 
The Key Stage 2 Framework for Languages  
Aims and purposes  
Modern Foreign Language teaching offers opportunities to:  
· Develop children’s linguistic competence (language skills and language learning skills)  
· Understand and communicate in a new language  
· Make comparisons between Spanish and English or another language  
· Increase their cultural awareness by learning about Spain and their people, and working with materials from this country and its community  
· Foster positive attitudes towards Spanish language learning  
· Use their knowledge with growing confidence and competence to understand what they hear and read, to express themselves in speech and writing  
· Form a sound basis for further study at Key Stage 3 and beyond 
 
Organisation  
The Modern Foreign Languages curriculum is organised as part of a whole school curriculum plan. Children from Nursery up to Year 6 have the opportunity to study Spanish.  
 
Children work as a class using the Speekee programme for their Spanish learning each week. The time allocated to Spanish is up to fifteen minutes per week in EYFS and KS1 and up to thirty minutes a week in KS2. Spanish learning is supported by daily practice of vocabulary in the classroom. 
 
Planning and Evaluation  
Pupils should be taught to:  
· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding  
· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  
· engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help  
· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 
· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases  
· present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  
· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  
· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  
· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  
· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly  
· describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  
· understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English 
 
The above points represent the core material on which teachers can build in order to provide entitlement to language learning. Short-term planning and evaluation are carried out by the teacher on a weekly basis, using the ‘Speekee’ scheme of work.  
 
Assessment, recording and reporting  
Each child’s attainment in MFL is assessed by the teacher using formative assessment throughout each unit which will form an overall judgement each term.
 
Resources  
The Speekee programme is based solely online and has all videos, vocabulary pronunciation tool and worksheets available to access for all staff.
 
Links with other subjects  
Speekee is a comprehensive resource making regular links across the curriculum with English (especially grammar and poetry), history, geography, science, art, music and ICT. 
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